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Subject: A RESOLUTION OBJECTING TO THE APPROVAL OF SENATE BILL NO. 1536,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS ‘AN ACT EXPANDING THE BOUNDARIES OF LAS PINAS PARA
NAQUE WETLAND PARK AND ITS VICINITIES AS PROTECTED AREA AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES® AND EXPLAINING THE VARIOUS GROUNDS THEREFOR. PCR 319-2023
dated 29 May 2023,

This report resolves to object to the aopproval of Senote Bl No. 15346, duing the 45
reguiar session, doted 29 May 2023, Thus, the committee respectiully reports that:

Hereunder are the pertinent facts about the subject matter:

« The Las Pinos-Paranaque Wetland Park (LPPWP) is a protected area covering 181
hectares of wetlond ecosystem. LPPWP becaome a legisloted protected area by
virfue of Republic Act No. 11308, or the Expanded National Integrated Protected
Areas System Act of 2018 [ENIPAS). LPPWP is a rich habital of various flora and
founa, including 11 species of mangrove, 2 threatened species. B4 species of
birds. 37 species of mocrobenthos, and 8 species of fishes, serving s a feeding
and roosting ground for several resident and migratory waterbirds;

« Senale Bill Mo, 1336 proposes o 3km seoword exponsion from the cument
boundaries of LPPWP. The Bill would prohibil wetland reclomation and entering
the weliond park withou! a prior permmit. if would also prohibit the explorafion,
exploitation, or ulilizotion of non-renewoable resowces within the exponded
wellond park for commercial purposes and would prohibit wetland reclomation
and entering the wetland park without o prior permit. Finally, it also provides for
the transter of ownership of several properties to the Department of Environment
and Naltural Resouwrces,

« Senale Bl Mo, 1534 aodversely offeck the City of Bocoor becowse, under the
proposed meosure, ownership of Philipping Reclomation Authordty [PRA)
properties with Transfer Certificate of Title {TCT) Nos. 7309, 7311, ond 7312 within
the boundaries of LFPWP shall be transtfemad to DENR. These properties are part of
ongoing reclomalion projecls being underfoken by the Cily of Bocoor In
cooperafion with the prvate sector. Thus, when expanded, the area of LPPWP will
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cover portions of the municipal waters of Bocoor City, including areas already
undergaoing reclomation;

» The direct transter of the Transter Cerfificate of Title of the PRA to the DENR
through congressional action is an encroochment on executive funclion;

+ The City Government is vehemently objecting fo the soid Bil becouse it violates
the “One Title, One Subject Rule" as provided under Section 24 (1), Aricle VI of
the 1987 Constitution: it violates Section 10, Arficle Il of the 1987 Constitution
prohibiting the impairment of exdsting contracts: ransferming ownership over the
parcels lof owned by the PRA fo the DENE i on encroochment of the executive
lunction which i a violation of Section é of Commonwedalth Act 141; the sponsors
of the said Bl did not propery consult various stakeholders which includes the
locol govemment of the City of Bocoor, Cavite hereby preventing an eshaustive
and productive defiberation on the soid proposed measure; vanous studies have
been undertaken which indicate that the cument reclomalion projects being
undertoken by the Ciy of Bocoor hove no odverse effects on the environment
and the LFPWP; Sanate Bl No. 1534 as presently worded is tantamount to an
improper inclusion of additional areas into the National Integrated Protected
Aregs dystemn [MIPAS) under RA 75846 as amended; and last but  not least = Senate
Bil No. 1534 diminishes the power of City of Bacoor to the implement its local
development plons which includes the development of porfions of its municipal
waters through various reclomation projects:

s Under Saction 246 (1], aricle VI of the Consfitution provides that, “Every bill possed
by the Congress shall embrace only one subject, which shall be expressed in the
tifle thereol.” The fitie of the bill only states that it expands the boundaries of the
curent LPPWP, This can't be gleaned from Section 3 [Declaration and Scope) of
the proposed Bill, which lists down the boundaories of the expanded LPPWP,
However, the Bill also fronsfers ownership of the lots covered by Tronsfer
Cerfificate of Title Mos. 7309, 7311, and 7312 o the DENR in Section 4 (franster of
titier). which pertains to a wholly different subject;

« While it is frue that it is sufficient that the file of proposed legislafion must only be
comprahensive enough reasonably to include the general object which the
stalute seeks to effect withoul expressing eoch ond every end ond means
necessary for its occomplishment, Section 4 of Senate Bl No. 1534 i o subject
wholly distinct from ifs titke for af least three recsons:

1. While the tile of Senale Bill No. 1534 does state thal it's about expanding
the boundaries of the Los Pinos Paronaque Wetland Park, the isue of
transfering ownership of parcels of land from the PRA to the DENR i o
saparate legal act that involves legal rights and duties that are different
from those associated with the expansion of a protected areaq.

2. The fitle of the Bl indicates a focus on environmental protection through
the expansion of o protected arec. However, Section 4, which involves
the transfer of land ownership, has significant implications for stakeholders
that are not necessarly refated fo environmental protection, such s
property rights, legal responsibilifies. and potential financial implications.
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This broadens the scope of the B#l beyond what could recsonably be
expected from the litle alone, which may lead o a lock of ronsparency

and proper consultation; and

3. It i important lor the clarty of the low and the expeciations of the public
that a bil's tile adequately reflects its content. By including a major
provision like the said fransfer of ownership of certain parcels of land
within o bill liled as an expansion of a profected areq, the Bill could be
seen as settling o problematic precedent.

The passage of Senate Bill 1534 into low would violate the Constitutional Right
Against Impairment of Existing Confracts. This is becowse Joint Venhwe
agreements and other such contracts have already been entered info behveen
the City of Bocoor, the PRA, and cerigin private companies, involving the
investment of hundreds of milions of pesos. The passage of this bill in its curent
form wil undoubtedly impair the exsting confracts of the Bocoor City
govemnment with various private enfities that intend o camy out projects in the
area thal have alreody been granted Environmental Complonce Cerlificotes
arnd Area Cleorances by the DENE;

The projects gronted with ECC aond Area Clegronces have been
comprehensively studied to have no effect on the LPPCHEA and can co-endst
wilh ihe soid proltected area. The DEME oleody fook into considerafion the
environmental effects of the said reclomation projects when it issued the said
ECC and area clearances. Considering that the Expanded Nafional Integrated
Frotected Areas Systemn act [E-NIPAS) or Republic Act Ho. 11038, upon which the
LPPCHEA derives its existence s a profected area. mandates that all existing
property and private rights within the protected area and its buffer zonas must be
protected and respected, it is evident that Senate Bill No. 1534 in its present form
Is in viclation of the soid low: and

The direct transfer of the Transfer Cerlificole of Tile of the PRA to the DEMR
thwough congressional oclion B on encroochment on execulive function, The
OCT of these reclaimed londs, called Freadom blland and Long Blond, was
regisfered under the Tomans syslem by a Fresidential Proclomation. clossifying
themn os alienable ond disposable in the name of the Republic of the Philippines.
It was also fronsferred in the name of PEA (now PRA) by special patents issued by
DEME. The President has the Authorily lo clossify inolienoble londs in the public
domain under Section & of Commonwealth Act Mo, 141, otherwise known as the
Public Londs Act. The ability o reclossify these londs does not belong o the
legislative branch and is the exclusive domain of the executive branch.

The foregoing discussion clearly showed that Senate Bill Mo, 1534, otherwise known as
‘AN ACT EXPANDING THE BOUNDARIES OF LAS PINAS PARANAGUE WETLAND PARK AMND IT5
VICIMITIES AS PROTECTED AREA', violotes in many ospects. Hereunder are the violations and

various studies of the said Bill:
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« HNot ofl stakeholders have been properdy consulled. Hence, defiberations have
not been exhoustive ond instructive. No representative from the local
government of the City of Bocoor were present at the initial committee hearing
when the meosure was first deliberaled on Februory 2023, Even though the bl
covers the cities of Las Pifas, Paraonaque, and Bacoor. only Depuly Speaker
Camille Villar was present;

« Various studies were undertaken which indicate that cument development
projects have no odvense effects on the environment, including the LPPWP. The
reclomation projects now being undertaken in the municipal waters of the City of
Bocoor have no flooding impact on both adjocent communities and the LPFPWP.
Moreover, the water circulation in the area will not be affected by the soid
projects, as the latter will force such cumenis fo flow alongside the weslem and
northem parts of the proposed land reclomation and not towards the LPPWP, The
result of oceanographic modeling indicates that water cuments will flow away
from the LPPCHEA and that the Zopote River, Las Pinas River, Las Pinas-Paranaque
Critical Habitat to the east of the project. and the Imus River and the portion of
Bocoor Bay to the west of the project said projects shall not be impocted by the
proposed lond reclomation activities. On biodiversity, results show that there will
be no effects on the food supply for the birds, no disturbance of the habitals,
including the mangroves, no deterioration of the water quality within the bird
sanctuaries, and no direct domoge to the avian population that may result from
accidents during the travel of sea vessels. Thus, there does not appear to be
sufficient actual basis for the opproval of the said bill;

« Section 5 of Senate Bl No. 1534, together with Section & thereof, vields the
conclusion that even when Congress designalfes a new area fo be added to
HMIFAS, there must fist be o public consultation fo be conducted by the DENE In
order for said inclusion to be valid. In this case, considering that no representative
from the involved LGUs were present at the initial committee hearing when the
measure was first deliberoled on February 2023, there waos no public consultation
lor the refevant stakeholders, thereby proving that Section 5 (0.2) of RA 7588 as
omended will be violated by Senate Bll No. 1534 if it becomes low;

s The expansion of the LPPWP must be considered the inclusion of an odditional
araa into the NIPAS, even if it does not establsh a new proftected area. This is
becouse Section & of Senate Bill No. 1534 & enfilled "Addifional Areas fo be
included into the System” and not “Additional Protected Areas fo be included
inta the System”; and

« Senate Bill No. 1536 diminishes the power of the local govermnment of the City of
Bocoor fo implement its local government of the Cily of Bacoor to implement its
local development plan. The Local Government Code of 1971 slates in Section 18
that Local Govemment Units have the power and authority to effectively
implement their development plon.

e ——————————————————————————————————
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RECOMMENDATION:

After a thorough evaluation, all these reasons were stated herein, including the violation
of the "one file. one subject” rie. impaiment of existing confracts. encroochment on
executive function, lock of adequate stakeholder consultation, disregard for pieces of evidence
of non-adverse environmental impacts from curent development projects, improper inclusion of
additional areas into tha NIPAS, and diminution of the power of the City of Bocoor to implement
its local development plan. Thus. the committee recommends PASSING the resolution obiecting
to the approval of Senate Bill Mo, 1534,

WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the contents of the foregoing report are trpe and comect.

Signed this 13™ day of June 2023 al the City of Bacoor, Cavite.

Committee on Housing, Land Utllizalion and Urban Development

g

COUN, ALDE JOSELITO F. PAGULAYAN
Choirman

COUN. ADRI G. GAWARAN
Vice Chaimnan

(DECEASED)

COUN. VICTORIO L. GUERRERD JR.
Member
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COMMITTEE ON HOUSING, LAND UTILIZATION
AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

EXCERPT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE 45™ REGULAR SESSION
NO. HLUUD 011 5-2023

Subject: A RESOLUTION OBJECTING TO THE APPROVAL OF SENATE BILL NO. 1536,
OTHERWISE KNOWN AS ‘AN ACT EXPANDING THE BOUNDARIES OF LAS PINAS
PARANAQUE WETLAND PARK AND ITS VICINITIES AS PROTECTED AREA AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES’ AND EXPLAINING THE VARIOUS GROUNDS THEREFOR. PCR 319-
2023 dated 29 May 2023,

The Presiding Officer, Hon. Vice-Mayor Rowena Bautista-Mendiola presided over the 45h
Regular Session of the 5™ Sanggunion Panlungsod dated 29 May 2023,

Since the intemnal rules were already suspended, the resolution objecting fo the approval
of Senate Bill No. 1534, otherwise known as ‘An Act Expanding the Boundaries of Las Pifias
Paranagque Wetlond Park [LPPWP) and ifs Vicinities as Protected Areqas and for Other Purposes®
ond explaining the various grounds therefor, was declared APPROVED by the Chair upon motion
of Hon. Coun, Reynaldo D. Palabrica and Hon. Coun. Alde Joselito F. Fagulayan, which was
unanimously seconded by the members. The session moved to the ADJOURNMENT,

Prepared By: Attested By:

FETER IAN F. BORJA COUN. ALDE JOSELITO F. PAGULAYAN
Local Legisiative Staff | Chaimmon
Committee on Housing. Land Uilization
And Urban Development
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_ Republic of the Phillipines
Province of Cavite
CITY OF BACOOR

CITY RESOLUTION NO. 2023-272

A RESCLUTION OQOBJECTING TO THE APPROVAL OF SENATE BILL
NC. 1536, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS ‘AN ACT EXPAMNDING THE
BOUNDARIES OF LAS PINAS PARANAGUE WETLAND PARK AND ITS
VICINITIES AS PROTECTED AREA AND FOR CTHER PURPOSES' AND
EXPLAINING THE VARIOUS GROUNDS THEREFOR.

Sponsored by:

Hon. Reynaido D. Polobrico and Hon, Alde Joselito F.
Pagulayan

Co-Sponsored by:

Hon. Roberto . Advincula, Hon. Ramon N. Bautista, Hon.
Simplicio G. Dominguez, Hon. Mac Raven Espiritu, Hon.
Catherine Sarino-Evaristo, Hon. Reynaldo M. Fabian, Hon.
Adrielito . Gawaran, Hon, Victorie L. Guemero, k., Hon.
Alejandro F. Gulierrez, Hon. Michael E. Solis, and Hon,
Levy M. Tela.

WHEREAS, the Laos Pifas-Pargnaque Wetland Park
(LPPWF} is o protected areq coveting 181 hectares of wetiand
ecosystem. LFPWP become a legsiated protected area by the
vitue of Republic Act No. 11308 or the Exponded Naotional
Integrated Protected Areas Systemn Act of 2018 [ENIPAS).
LPPWP i a rich habitat of various flora and fauna including 11
spacies of mangrove, hosts 2 threatened species, 84 spacies of
birds, 37 species of macrobenthes. and 8§ species of fishes,
serving as a feeding and roosfing ground for several resident
and migratory waterbirds.

WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 1534 proposes a 3-km seaward
expansion from the cument boundories of LPPWF. The Bill would
prohibit wetland reclomation and enfering the wetland park
without prior permit. it would olo prohibit the explorotian,
exploiiation, or utilizotion af non-renewable resaurces within the
exponded wetland park for commercial purposes and would
prohibit wetland reclamation and entering the wetland park
without prior permit, Finafly, it also pravides far the transfer of
ownership of severol properties lo the Deparment of
Environment and Natural Besources,

WHEREAS, Senate Bill Mo, 1534 adversely affects the City
of Bacoor because uvnder the proposed measure, ownership
of Philipping Reclamation Autharity (PRA] properies with
Transfer Cedificate of Title {FCT) Nos, 7309, 7311, 7312 within the
boundaries of LPPWP shall be tfransfered ta DENR. These
properlies are part of ongoing reclamation projects being
undertaken by the City of Bacoor in co-operation with the
private sector. Thus, when expanded, the area of IPPWP will
cover porions of the municipal waters of Bacoor city including
areas already undergoing reclamation,

City Resolution No. 2023-272, 29 May 2023 ~ Pagel
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WHEREAS, the direct transfer of the Transfer Cedificate of
Titlle of the FRA to the DENR through congressiongl action is an
encroachment of executive function.

WHEREAS, the City Govemment is vehermently objecting to
the said Rill because it violates the "One Title, One Subject Rule”
as provided under Section 26 (1), Ardicle VI of the 1987
Corstitution: it violates Section 10, Article Wi of the 1987
Constitution prohibiting the impaiment of existing contracts;
transfering ownership aver the parcels lot owned by the PRA ta
the DENR is an encroachment of the executive function which
is a violation of Section 6 of Commonwealth Act 141 the
sponsors of the said Bill did not properly consult vanous
stakeholders which includes the local government of the City
of Bacoor. Cavite thereby preventing an exhausiive and
productive deliberation on the said proposed measure; various
studies have been underoken which indicale thot the curent
reclamation projects being undertaken by the City of Bacoor
have no adverse effects on the environmerd and the LPFWF;
senate Bill No. 15346 as presently worded is tantamount to an
improper inclusion of additional areas into the National
Integrated Frotected Areas System [NIPAS} under RA 75846 as
amended: and lost but not least — Senoie Bl No. 1536
diminishes the power of City of Bacoor o implement its lacal
development plans which includes the developmeant  of
porions of its municipal waters through vanous reclamation
projects.

WHEREAS, Section 26 [11. Aricle VI of the Consfitulion
provides that, "Every bill passed by the Congress shall embrace
only one subject which shall be exptessed in the title thereof.”
The title of the bill only staies that it expands the boundaries of
the cument LPPWP. This can't be gleaned from Section 3
[Declaration and Scope} of the proposed Bill, which fists down
the boundaries of the expanded LPPWP. However, the Bill also
transfers ownership of the lots covered by Transier Cerdificate of
Titte Nos. 7309. 7311, 7312 to the DENR in Section 4 [transfer of
title) which penains to a wholly different subject.

WHEREAS, while if is frue that it is sufficient that the titie of @
praposed legistation must anly be camprehersive enough
reasonably 1o include the general abject which the statuie
seeks fo effect without expressing each and every end and
means necessary for its accomplishiment, section 4 of Senate
8ill No. 1534 is a subject wholly distinct from its title for af leost
three reasans:

1. while the title of Senate Bill Na. 1536 does state that it's
about expanding the boundares of the Llas Pifos
Parafaque Wetland Park, the issue of transfering awnership
af parcels of land from the PRA to the DENR is a separate
legail act that invaives legal rights and duties that are
different fram those associated with the expansion of a
pratected areq.

2 The title of the Bil indicates a focus on environmental
protection thraugh the expansion of o protected areaq.

Ciry Resolution No. 2073-272, 29 May 2023 Fage 2
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However, Section 4, which involves the transfer of land
ownership, has significant implications for stakeholders that
are not necessaily related to environmental protection,
such os property rights, legal responsibilities, and potential
financial implications. This broadens the scope of ihe Bil
beyand what could recsanably be expected from the titie
alorne, which may lead to a lack of transparency and
proper consuitation; and

3. 1tis imporant for the clasity of low and the expectotion of
the public that o bills fitle adequately reflects its content. By
including ' ¢ majar provision like the said transfer of
ownership of cedain parcels of fand walhin a bil fitled os an
expansian of a protected area, the Bill could be seen as
setting a problematic precedent.

WHEREAS, the passage af Senate Bill 1536 into law would
violate the Constitutional Right Against Impairment of Existing
Contracts. This is because Joint Yenture agreements and other
such coniracts have already been entered info between the
City of Bocoor, the PRA, ang cerain private companies
involving the investment of hundreds of milions of pesos. The
passage of this billin its current form will undoubtedly impair the
existing confracts of the Bacoor Cily government with various
private entilies that intends to camy out projecis in the area
which have already been granted Environmental Complionce
Cerificate and Area Clearances by the DENR.

WHEREAS, these projects granted with ECC and Area
Clearances have been comprehensively studied fo have no
effect on the LPPCHEA and can actually co-exist with the said
protected areq, The DENR already took inio considergtion the
enviranmental effects of the said reclamation projects when it
issued the said ECC and area clearances. Considering that the
Expanded National Integrated Protected Areas System Act [E-
NIPAS) or Republic Act No. 11038, upon which the LPPCHEA
derives ifs existence as a protected area from, mandates that
all existing propery and privote rights within the protected
area and ifs butter zones must be protected and respected —
it is evident that Senate Bill No. 1336 in ifs present form is in
violation af the said [aw.

WHEREAS, the direct transfer of the Transfer Cerlificates of
Title of the PRA to the DENR through congressional action i an
encroachment of executive function. The OCT of these
reclaimed lands called Freedomn lslond and Lang kland was
registered under the Tamens system by a FPresideniial
Proclamation classifying them to be alienable and disposable
in the name of the Republic of the Philippines. It was alo
tfransferred in the name af PEA (now PRA} by special patents
issued Iy DENR. The Presideni haQs the Authority to classify
inalienable lands of public domain, such as these reclaimed
lands in Lgs PiRas’ municipal waters, into alienable and
disposable lands of the public damagin under Seclion 6 of
Commonwealth Act No. 141, otherwise known as the Public
Lands Act. The ability 1o reclassify these lands does not belang
ta the legislative branch and is the exclusive domain of the
execytive branch.

City Resolution No. 2023-272, 29 May 2023 Page 3
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WHEREAS, on the foudh argument, not all stakeholders have
been properly consulted. Hence, deliberations hove not been
exhoustive and instructive, No representative from the local
govemment of the City of Bacoor were present at the inihal
commitiee hearng when the measure was first defiberoted an
February 2023. Albeit for the bil covering the cities of Las Pirqs.
Parafoque. and Bacoor, only Depuly Spedker Camilie Yillar
was present, This is imporant for three reasons:

1. Adeqguate consultation ensures thot all stakeholders,
including local govemment units  [EGUs),  have the
opporunity to voice their concerns, suggest alterngtives,
and be parl of the decision-making process. When
representotives from the involved LGUs ore not present, this
equity and representation is compromised. potentially
leading to decisions that may not consider the interests and
specific circumstances of all oflected parlies.

2. The legitimacy and accepiance of o law largsly depend
on the extent to which affected paries feel they have
been included in ifs development. When deliberations lack
comprehensive consultation, it ¢an lead to skepticism,
resistance, and potential  challenges to  the laws
implementotion. This  can significantly  underming  the
effectiveness of the intended policies, and may result in
prolonged legal battles of non-compliance; and

3. When not all stakeholders are consulted, the deiiberations
may lack cnficol perspectives and valuable insights that
could contibute to the development of a more
comprehensive, balanced. and eflective [Qw.

WHEREAS, on the fiffn argument, various siudies were
undertaken which indicate that curent development projects
nave no adverse effects ta ihe environment. including ihe
LPPWEP. The reclomation projects now being undedaken in the
municipal waters of the City of Bacoor have no flooding
impact on both adjocent communities ond LPPWP. Moreaover,
the waler circulation in the area will not be affected by the
said projects as the latter will force such currents to How
alcngside the westem ond northem parl of the proposed land
caciamation, and not fowards the LPPWF. The results  of
oceonagraphic modeling indicoie that water cuments will flow
away from the LPPCHEA and that the Iapote river, Las Pifas
river, Las Pinas-Paranague Criticol Habitat to the east of the
project. ang the Imus nver and the portion of Bacoor Bay to the
west of the project said projects shaill not be impacied by the
proposed land reclomation activities. On biodiversity, resuits
show that there will be na effects on the food supply far the
birds, no distubance of the habitals, including the mangroves,
na deterioration of the water quality within the bird sonctuaries,
and no direct damage to the avian populatian which moy
resull from accidents during travel of sea vessels. Thus, there
does not appear to be sufficient factual basis for the approval

of the said Bill.

WHEREAS, on the sixth argument, it is submitted that Senate
Bl Na. 1536 & tantamaount ta on improper inclusion  of

(";ir};_Res-::r-Iution No. 2023-272, 29 May 2023 . - ] -“I-}age 4
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additional areos into the NIPAS, bypassing requirements found
in Section & in RA 7584 as amended by RA 11038,

WHEREAS, Section é of RA 7584 states that other oreas may
be included into the NIPAS provided that these areos shall
undergo the some procedure as the rermaining initial
components for legisiative enactment.

WHEREAS, this procedure is outlined in Section 5{a.2) of RA
75386 as amended which provides that: “The Remaining tnitial
Components; - Within three {3} years from the effectivity of this
Act. the DENR shall underake the foliowing activities in
preparatian for the establishment of the remaining initial
components as protected areas through an act of Congress:
[1} Provide maps and technical descriptions of the areas: (2}
Conduct suitability assessment of the areas; and (3} Conauct
pubiic consultations, Any initial component that does not satisty
the above mentioned requirements shall be disestablished
pursuant to Section 7 of this Act.”

WHEREAS, reading Section 5 of Senate Bilt No. 1536 together
with Section & thereof yields the conclusion that even when
Congress designotes a new area to be added into NIPAS, there
musl fist be a public consultation to be conducted by ihe
DENR in order for said inclusion to be vald. In this case.
considering that na representative from the involved LGUs
were present at the iniial cammitiee hearing when the
measure was first deliberated on February 2023, there wos no
public consultalion for the relevant stakenolders thereby
proving that Sectian § ja.2] of RA 7584 as amended will be
viclated by Senate Bill No. 1536 it it becomes lQwy,

WHEREAS, it is submitted that the expansion of the LPPWF
must be cansidered as an inclusion of on additional areq into
the NIPAS even if it does not establish a new protected areq.
This is because Section é of Senate Bill No. 1534 is entitled
“additional Areas to be Included into the System” cnd not
=additional Protected Areas to be Included into the System.”
Thus, fallowing the plain ond ordinary meaning of the word
“aregs,” the inciusion of any additional propery into the NIPAS,
whether it is pard of o new protected area or merely as an
expansion of an exsling protected area, 1iriggers the
application of Section 6 in relation to Section 5 of RA 7586 05
amended.

WHEREAS, on the seventh argument. Senate Bill No. 1536
dirminishes the power of the local govemment of the City of
Bacoar to implement its local development plan. The Local
Govermmeni Code of 1991 states in Section 18 that Local
Gavemnment Units have the power and authaority to effectively
implemant their development plan. The proposed expansion of
the LPPWP wunder Sencte Bil No. 1536 interferes  with
reclamation projects being underlaken in the municipal waters
of the City of Bocoor which forms port of the future
development of the said city under its local deveiopment
plan. Thus, the said proposed expansion diminishes the ability aof
the City of Bacoor io fully exercise the powers granted 1o it
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under the Local Governmeni Code of 1991 and Republic Act
No. 10140 {ihe "Charter of the City of Bocoor™].

WHEREAS, while it is true that neither the Local Government
Code of 1991 nor the Chader of the City of Bacoor expressly
prohibits Congress fram interfering with  this  power, it is
submitted that the power of the LGU must prevall. This is
because Section 5 of the Local Government Code states that
"Any provision on a power of a local government urit shall be
Iberally interpreted in its favor, and in cose of doubt, any
guestion thereon shall be resolved in fovar of devolution of
powers and of the lower local government unit.” This Secticn is
all-encompassing in its longuoge ond does not iimit itself only to
questions thot arse only from the applicalion of the Local
Government Code,

WHEREAS, for all these reasons stated herein, including the
violation of the “one title, one subject” rule, impairment of
existing contracts, encroachment of executive funciion. lack of
adeguate stakeholder consultation, disregard for pigces of
evidence of non-adverse environmental impacts from curent
developmeni projects, improper inclusion of odditional arsas
into the NIPAS, and the diminution of the power of the City of
Bacoor to implement its local development plan, @ strang
abjection to Senate Bill No. 1534 is not only justificble, but
essentiol to soleguard the legal, environmental. and
socioeconomic interests of the City of Bacoor and its
consttuents.

NOW THEREFORE, upon mation of Hon. Alde Joselito
Pagulayan unanimously seconded by the rest of the Body, BE IV
RESOLVED AS IT IS HERERY RESOLVED by the 5th Sangguniang
Fanlungsod of the City of Bacoor, Cavite to register its strong
OBRJECTION ta the approval af Senate Bill No, 1536.

RESOLVED LASTLY. to furnish the Senote of the Fepublic of
the Philiopines, the University of the Philippines Office of the
National  Administrative  Register  {UP-ONAR], and other
govemnment agencies concermed with copies of this
Resolution.

UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED on the 29th day of May 2023 af
the City of Bacoor, Cavite by the 5 sangguniong Panlungsod
of the City of Bacoor.

i hereby cerlify fhat the foregoing Resclution s true and
carrect ond that it was passed in accordance with fhe low.

Certified by:

;‘-"‘ﬁé':u T ;—é'l*f* &
HON ROWENA BAUTISTA-MENDIOLA
City Vice Mayor/Presiding Officer

Cﬁy .‘Hesulu';i.un Ko 2;[}2-3—2?2, 29 May 2023 o o -._-I;ag;a &
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Attested by:

A HALID A. ATEGA JR.
Sangguniong Pantungsod Secrelary

Approved by:
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