Repubhc of the Philppines
Province of Cavite

CITY OF BACOOR

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD

Committee on Non-Government Organization
Committee on Rules and Privileges, Laws and Ordinances
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JOINT COMMITTEE HEARING REPORT ﬂﬁuihw m«
NO. NGO-045-5-2025

Subject: LETTER FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S OFFICE: POSSIBLE
REVOCATION OF THE NGO ACCREDITATION OF LEAGUE OF MOTORCYCLE
RIDERS INC. REGARDING TO THE UNAUTHORIZED USE OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL
OR LOGO OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF BACOOR. (PCR 817-2025 dated April 28,
2025).

During the 138* regular session held on April 28, 2025, the aforementioned subject was
referred to the Committee on Non-Government Organization as the lead and Committee on Rules

and Privileges, Laws and Ordinances as the sub. It was presided over by Hon. Rowena Bautista
- Mendiola.

FINDINGS:

The City Administrator’s Office sought the opinion of the Office of the City Legal Services
pertaining to the aforementioned subject. Based on the Legal Opinion, any unauthorized use of
government insignia, logos and other symbols can be considered “false pretenses”, which is a
torm of fraud and punishable under the Revised Penal Code of the Philippines particularly under
Article 177. Moreover, Republic Act No. 8293 or the Intellectual Property Code of the Philippines
is applicable in cases where a government emblem or logo is used withoult authorization as in the
case of the League of Motorcycle Riders.

The aforementioned organization has already expressed regret for using the City
Government of Bacoor’s official logo without permission. They have also assured that they will
take immediate action to rectify the situation and comply with the instructions discussed during
the joint committee hearing,

RECOMMENDATION:

In view of the foregoing, the committee respectiully recommends the removal of the
"POSSIBLE REVOCATION OF THE NGO ACCREDITATION OF LEAGUE OF
MOTORCYCLE RIDERS INC. REGARDING TO THE UNAUTHORIZED USE OF THE
OFFICIAL SEAL OR LOGO OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF BACOOR.”
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WE HEREBY CERTIFY that the contents of the foregoing report are true and correct.

Signed this 26™ day of May 2025 at the City of Bacoor, Cavite,

Committee on Non-Government Organization
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Chailfffian
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Vice Chairmgn
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COUN. ROBERTO ADVINCULA
Menther

Committee on Rules and Privileges, Laws and Ordinances
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Chairman
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Vice Chairman
m
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Republic of the Philippines
Province of Cavite

CITY OF BACOOR

!
d i
OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD g
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JOINT COMMITTEE HEARING MINUTES
NO. NGO-045-5-2025

Subjec: LETTER FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE: POSSIBLE
REVOCATION OF THE NGO ACCREDITATION OF LEAGUE OF MOTORCYCLE
RIDERS INC. REGARDING TO THE UNAUTHORIZED USE OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL
OR LOGO OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF BACOOR. (PCR 817-2025 dated April 28,
2025).

The joint committee hearing was presided over by Committee on Non-Government
Organization Chairman, Coun. Reynaldo Fabian along with Coun. Roberto Advincula, Coun.
Adrielito Gawaran and Coun. Alejandro Gutierrez held on May 22, 2025, 2:30 pm at SP Session
Hall, * Floor, City of Bacoor Legislative and Disaster Resilience Building, Bacoor Gov't Center.

The following were the resource persons:
s Atty. Marco Mendoza - Office of City Legal Service
*  Mr. Manuel Arriola - President, League of Motorcycle Riders Inc.
* Ms, Antonina Caparas - Secretary, League of Motorcycle Riders Inc.
s  Mr. Nelbert Guantero - Treasurer, League of Motorcycle Riders Inc.
¢  Mr. Jaime Caparas - BOD, League of Motorcycle Riders Inc.
* Mr. Erick Lorro — Adviser, League of Molorcycle Riders Inc.

Mr. Lorro stated that he had previously instructed the officers of LMR to write an apology
letter for using the city logo without the consent.

Coun. Fabian alfirmed that the statement of Mr. Lorro.

Mr. Guantero apologized and they will submit the letter as soon as possible.

Atty. Mendoza explained that the Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) are not
permitted to use an official logo. On the other hand, the Strike as 1 can be used since this isn't the
official city logo. When the League of the Motorcycle Riders sent a letter pertaining to their appeal
on the decibel level, the Office of the Mayor was the one who noticed the city logo’s unofficial
use. He also added to give a copy of the letter to Atty. Neri and the Sangguniang Panlungsod.

The hearing adjourned at 3:00 pm upon the motion of Coun. Alejandro Gutierrez.
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Republic of the Philippines
Province of Cavite

CITY OF BACOOR

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD

BACONG PILIPINAS

ARMILEEN LEGASPI-RED
Local Legislative Staff Assistant |
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Chairmuan
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OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG FANI..U?’-GS-UD

Committee on Non-Government Organization
Committee on Rules and Privileges, Laws and Ordinances

NOTICE OF JOINT COMMITTEE HEARING
(PROOF OF RECEIPT)

”‘@"“‘W
May 22, 2025 af 2:.00 PM

5P Session Hall, 8™ Floor, City of Bocoor Legisiative and Disaster Resiience Building.
Bacoor Gov't Center

Subject: LETTER FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE: POSSIBLE REVOCATION OF THE
NGO ACCREDITATION OF LEAGUE OF MOTORCYCLE RIDERS INC. REGARDING TO THE
UNAUTHORIZED USE OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL OR LOGO OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF
BACOOR. (PCR 817-2025 dafed April 28, 2025).
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Repubilic of the Philippines
Province of Cavite

CITY OF BACOOR

OFFICE OF THE SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD

Committee on Non-Government Organization
ances n“h"“l <

ATTENDANCE OF JOINT COMMITTEE HEARING

Committee on Rules and Privileges, Laws and Ordin

May 22, 2025 at 2200 PM

SP Session Hall, 4™ Floor, City of Bacoor Legisiative and Disaster Resiience Building.

Bocoon Gov'l Cenled

Subject: LETTER FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE: POSSIBLE REVOCATION OF THE

NGO ACCREDITATION OF LEAGUE OF MOTORCYCLE RIDERS INC.

REGARDING TO THE

UNAUTHORIZED USE OF THE OFFICIAL SEAL OR LOGO OF THE CITY GOVERNMENT OF

BACOQOR. (PCR B17-2025 dated April 28, 2025).

‘ NAME | BUSINESS/OFFICE | CONTACT NUMBER |
AFFILIATION

Wl 1cat of poTmmey

[EAGul pFf JgTHCALE| O I A7 20

SRR HAGE o7 puahottt

;"r}.ufmf AR |6l o advmontt | PTLTI7-032

—

ATTENDANCE OF JOINT COMMITTEE HEARING NO. NGO-045-5-2025
REVOCATION OF THE NGO ACCREDITATION OF LEAGUE OF MOTORCYCLE RIDERS

Page 1
SVacT UKAS
CEE eTeT

Cort ra JUATRTIIR



CGBCRAD-T1-FOT

CRaatEs
Republic of the Philippines
Province of Cavite

CiTY OF BACOOR ,.,...,.:.?ﬁ
CITY ADMINISTRATORS OFFICE ., oo onins ﬁfﬁﬁm-’

22 April 2025

R 01 oy,
RECENWED
B ARIEL 2
HON. ROWENA BAUTISTA-MENDIOLA DATLEEEEE-; T 18 &3
Chairmian s
SANGGUNIANG PANLUNGSOD
THRU : ATTY. KHALID ATEGA JR.
Secretary
sangguniang Panlungsod
SUBJECT - POSSIBLE REVOCATION OF THE NGO ACCREDITATION

OF LEAGUE OF MOTORCYCLE RIDERS INC. (LMR)
Dear HON. ROWENA BAUTISTA-MENDIOLA,

Greelings!

This is in relerence 1o the uncuthorized use of The Olficial Seal or Logo of the
City Government of Bacoor by the League of Motorcycle Riders Inc. [LMR)

The undersigned sought the opinion of the Office of the City Legal Services
regording the said matter. Bosed on the Legol Opinion isued by the said office, any
unauthonzed wse ol government insignio. logos and other symbol con be
considered "lolse pretenses”. which 5 o lorm of fraud ond punishaoble under the
Revised Fenal Code of the Phifippines parficulary under Article 177 which deals with
Usurpation ol Authority, Rank. Title, and Improper Use of Names, Uniforms, and
Insignia. Moreover, Republic Act No. B293 or the Intellectual Property Code of the

Philippines s opplicable in cases where a government embiem of logo is used without
autharization as in the case of LMR,
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Republic of the Philippines
Province of Cavile

CiTY OF BACOOR

LMR as indicated In the said legal opinion should have sought prior permission
from the City Govermment of Bocoor belore using the official seal or logo. This is the
only lawlul way to use such symbaols in private business operations and non-
government orgonizafions afike. whether lor endeorsements, promolions or other
COMMEerCicH purposes,

in view of the loregoing. and pursuant to the mandate of the Sargguniang
Panlungsod to occredit and. when waranied, revoke the occreditation of civil
saciety organizations, we respectiully recommend thal your honorable  body
deliberale on the matter and consider the possible revocation of the accreditation
of the League ol Motorcycle Riders.

This aoclion k deemed necesary fo preserve the infegrity of the City
Government and to ensure thal oll accredited arganizations remain compliant with
the stondaords and requirements sat forth by vour office.

We trust in your sound judgment and look forward to your appropnate achion
on this motter. Please see offached letter from LMR for your reference.

Thank you for vour e ond altention.

Sincerely

ATTY. AIMEETORREBFRANCA-NER!
City Administrator

SLANTME

_fc
&

=
>

S

=1
3




LEAGUE UF FIVIUNLTULE HILERS INC.
BLEK. 6 LT 1 CASIMIRO TOWNHOMES
HABAY 1, BACOOR CITY CAVITE
SEC Hl.'p; Mo, CN201735210
TELROSGE-145- 74041 / 081 2-BE3-0:4 35

i Hon, Mayor Strike B, Rawlla
ity Mayor

Firu sanggumang Bayan
Bacoor City Council = City of Bacoar

From Leagua of Motorcyele Riders In
LGU Accradited

He Bacoor City Ordinance 2014-008 in Relstion to LTO Memorandum M-
2020-2240

LHemr Hion Mayor Strike,

The League of Motorcycle Riders Inc. (LMR), a duly accredited non-government
organization (NGO}, respectiully submits this appeal regarding tha Bacoor City Ordinance
<214-008, which ia being enforced by the City Bacoar Traffic Management Deparnment
[BTHD), in relstion to LTO Memomandum MC-2020-7240

It has coifie 1o our attention that the nose lovel regulnnions indicated in the Bacoor Ciry
ordinance confl:ct with the standards outlined in the LTO meamoarandum. This discrepancy
nas rasad numersus complaints from drivers whio meside in or pass lhl'l'l'hﬂn B ool C|'|'5.

As a reforance, wo have attached page 28 of the LTO Memomndum Circular Number 2020-
£2320. Tha tull document is also accessible through tha follgeing links

- Safel _.'*- ) 1O, 0. phvwn-contentuploads 202400

WL QI LG O TR )

In Section 5.4 3 of the memamandum, titled “Stage 3. Machine Inspection,” gpecifically in
5.4.3.7 regarding tho Sound Level Meter (Exhaust Outlet), it statoes:
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LEAGUE OF MOTORCYCLE RIDERS iNC.
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- BACONT PILIPINAS g : 1::3!’
OFFICE OF THE CITY LEGAL SERVICE i

ENDORSEMENT LETTER No. 316, Series of 2025

u EGTY AZMIKISIRATOR
4T 1-4 70U LOCALZTE
TO : Atty. AIMEE TORREFRANCA-NERI g
City Adrministralor R HELE o, _[ipﬁ MTE,.’J’-." |ﬂ"' i
City Administrator's Office B RS RY '_nmﬂ TIME: il !{

SUBJECT STATUS REPORT
Pertaining to the Possible Legal Action Against the League of
Matorcycle Riders, Inc. for the Unauthorized Use of the Official Seal
or Logo of the City Government of Bacoor

DATE : 21 APRIL 2025

We are writing pertaining tq the possible legal action that may be taken by the
City Government of Bacoor against the League of Motorcycle Riders Inc (LMR) for the
unauthorized use of the official séal or logo of the City Government of Bacoor

Per verified by the Office of Hon. Reynaldo R. Fabian, the aforementioned non-
government organization (NGQ) is an accredited NGO recognized by the Secunties and
Exchange Commission (SEC) with registration number CN20173520 that was approved
by the Sangguniang Panlungsod last September 19, 2022, and is in good standing with
the requirements set forth for accreditation. The sad office was able 1o provide us a
copy of the following:

A Letter by LMR to the Hon Rowena Bautista Mendiola dated August 30,
2022, requesting for renewal for accreditation by the Sanggunian;

B. Application Form checklist for Accrediation:

C. LMR Board Resolution dated August 22, 2022, and

D. Copy of LMR's Certificate of Incorparation with the SEC.

Further, there were no specific guidelines provided to this office pertaining to the
roles, responsibilities, limitations, or prohibiions of the accredited NGO. However, we
were given a copy of the Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG)
Memorandum Circular No 2018-72_ or the “Guidelines on Accreditation of Civil Society
Organizations and Selection of Representatives to the Local Special Bodies ™ The said
MC does not provide any information about the use of the official seal or logo of the
local government unit concemed

Under our Philippine laws, any unauthorized use of government insignia, logos,
and other symbols can be considered "false pretenses,” which is a form of fraud. This is
punishable under the Revised Penal Code of the Philippines, particularly under Article
177. which deals with Usurpation of Authonty, Rank, Title, and Improper Use of Names,
Uniforms, and Insignia. Convictions may result in imprisonment. fines, or both. Arlicie
177 provides

Ot =2 34701009
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CiTY OF BACOOR "W"”“E

\‘.‘-u. .,,*" BACONC BILIBINAS ﬂ"‘"
OFFICE OF THE CITY LEGAL SERVICE " .

“Article 177. Usiarpation of authonty or official functions. - Any

person who shall knowingly and faisely represent himself to be

an officer, agent or representative of any departmenl or agency

of the Philippine Government or of any foreign government. or

who, under pretense of official position, shall perform any act
perlaining to any person in authonty or public officer of the
Philippine Government or of any foreign government, of any

agency thereol, without being lawfully entitied to do so, shall

suffer the penalty of prision correccional in its minimum and
medium periods (As amended by Republic Act No. 378
approved June 14, 1949, ) (Restored by EO No. 187

In relation thareto, Article 179 of the Revised Penal Code provides:

Article 179. llegal use of uniforms or insignia. - The penalty of
arresto mayor shall be imposed upon any person who shall
publicly and improperly make use of insignia, uniforms or dress
pertaining to an office not heid by such person or to a class of
persons of which he is not a member (Reslored by EQ Na. 187.)

Moreover, Republic Act (R.A.) No. 8293, or the “Intellectual Property Code of the
Philippines,” may also apply in cases where a government emblem or logo is used
without authorization. This act protects intellectual property, including logos and
symbois that have been regisiered by government entiies. Unauthorized use can lead
to civil iawsuits for damages and injunctions against further use.

For private organizations like the League of Motorcycle Riders Inc, they should
have sought prior permission from the City Government of Bacoor before using the
afficial seal of logo. This is the only lawful way to use such symbols in private business

operations and non-government organizations alke, whether for endorsements,
promaotions, of other commercial purposes.

To summanze, the use of the Official Seal or Logo by privale corporations or

non-government organizations without explicit authorization s illegal and can lead to
both criminal charges and civil iabilt:es

For your further instructions.

Thank you for your usual support and Godspeed!

RESPECTFULLY

Atty. CA R. LOFRANCO
City Legal Officer
Office of the City Legal Service
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April 14, 2025
Ta : Atty. KIM NYCA R. LOFRANCO o, ? )
otz s
Office of the City Legal Services

LL v ALY, AIMLE TUSHLEFRARCA-BIER
City Agministrator

City Admmibstratonr Oflice

SUBIECT : RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

This Is fo acknowledge receipt of your letter dated APRIL 10, 2025, requesting ouwr good office regarding
the information abiout the aocredited Non-Government Organization (NGD), League of Motorcyde
Riders, Inc. (LMR] headed by its Prosident MANUEL ARRIOLA.

1 would fike 1o inform you that our office has duly received and roviewsd your request &s of this date, tha
League of Motorcycle Riders, Inc, [LMR) s an accredited NGO recognized by SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION with registration number CN201735210, approved at Sangguniang Panlungsod last
September 19, 2022 and bs in good standing with the requirements set forth for accreditation.

Here attached the necessary information within the scope of our office’s records and mandate.

Thienk you for your commuanication, and we look forward to continued coordination

dAdmin Alde

Noted by:

=L fan

Choirman, Commytter of Non-Government Orgamipation
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